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Kids Korps USA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit youth volunteer organization that engages young people, ages 5 through 25, in community service. Our mission is to instill in America’s youth the spirit of giving while providing valuable education in leadership and responsibility. Kids Korps partners with more than 350 national and local non-profit organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, Special Olympics, Head Start Preschools, children’s hospitals, homeless shelters, senior centers, animal shelters and environmental agencies.
Kids Korps offers more than 1,300 hands-on service opportunities each year, bringing lasting benefits to the community and developing leaders for life through youth volunteerism. Children have more to give than many realize – their talents, their time, and most of all, their hearts. Our kids make a difference in the lives of others, and their own, through volunteerism.
History The inspiration for founding Kids Korps USA came from a desire to make children more aware of their environments and provide them with opportunities to contribute to the positive welfare of their communities. Kids Korps USA operates on the premise that volunteering encourages children to care about the world around them, and thus has a positive influence on the shaping of their lives. Mobilizing children to give something back helps their communities and the kids themselves, boosting their self-esteem and combating boredom – two of the biggest factors, experts say, in reducing youth violence. Given the right opportunities and strong, positive leadership, our youth discover their talents and skills to help others in their community.
In 1995, Kids Korps USA started out using the Peace Corps as a model. Co-founder Joani Wafer and a group of moms from San Diego, California brought neighborhood kids to a nursing home to visit the elderly, while Co-founder Dawn Lehman recruited kids from North Carolina Boys & Girls Clubs to serve meals to the needy. Through word of mouth and the media, membership grew and many more families joined.

Today, Kids Korps USA is thriving in several states and enlists thousands of young volunteers. With requests for chapters throughout the country, Kids Korps USA is training chapter leaders regularly.

Mission & Vision Kids Korps USA engages young people, ages 5 through 25, in community service. Our mission is to instill in America’s youth the spirit of giving while providing valuable education in leadership and responsibility. Our vision is to develop leaders for life through youth volunteerism.
The mission of Kids Korps has an indelible and unique impact beyond the many benefits of volunteerism: we shape young lives through exposure to, and direct involvement in community service. The daily benefit of improving ones community is tangible. The lifelong benefit to young volunteers is an increase in their level of maturity, empathy, and positive perspective on how THEY can make the world a better place.

Values Volunteering is about giving, contributing, and helping others – making a meaningful and lasting contribution to a better community. Volunteering is helping in a homeless shelter, giving aid to seniors, holding hands in a hospice or cleaning up a local stream. The selfless act of volunteering is what binds communities together.

Empathy People in need want understanding, not sympathy. Service projects enable our youth to develop the values of caring, giving and compassion for others.
Inclusion We embrace diversity. Breaking down cultural barriers enables us to respect and value each other’s differences. Understanding helps kids to develop their full potential.
Leadership Kids become Teen Leaders and mentor other kids. Hands-on leadership is developed through cooperative volunteerism, task-orientation, and focus on outcomes.
Learning Our service-based model provides opportunities for youth to learn about their community including its needs strengths, and diversity. 
Team Building Working together to solve a community need promotes positive interaction among peers.
Community By giving to and supporting the community in which they live, our youth are more connected and proud to be socially responsible members of society.

Family Families volunteer together – providing a tremendous opportunity for families to spend quality time together, to bond, and to grow.
Responsibility Children become more aware of local issues and help provide solutions through their personal efforts. This instills social and personal responsibility and a sense of purpose. 

Self-Esteem Making a difference builds adolescent’s self-esteem: a vital quality that is so important in the development of healthy, happy youth. Confidence and unmistakable pride comes from the accomplishment of volunteering, serving the community and helping others in need.
Achievements Kids Korps’ impact resonates among the most vulnerable members of the communities we serve, an impact and outcome measurable by the youth and families we engage and those we benefit. Since 1995 more than 18,500 Kids Korps youth and family volunteers have …
· Contributed more than 600,000 service hours to their communities

· Conducted more than 4,100 community service projects

· Benefited more than 1,000,000 people

· Generated an overall value to society of nearly $12,000,000

Kids Korps Volunteers Serve the Heart of Community Needs. We have:

· Created 55,000 care bags for youth entering transitional facilities
· Assembled 1,000 bikes for underprivileged youth
· Assembled 400 emergency preparedness kits
· Built more than 40 beehives as micro-enterprise assistance for formerly indigent mothers in Baja California
· Made blankets for more than 8,000 youth entering foster care facilities
· Constructed 30 homes providing shelter in Mexico and the US
A Growing Force, Kids Korps is Serving Community through:

· 65 chapters
· More than 1,200 service projects annually provide the human resources non-profit agencies need to survive
· Nearly 300 nonprofit service agencies and organizations that address the entire range of our community’s social needs
The majority of youth in the U.S. engage in some form of volunteer activity, and more youth (59 percent) serve as volunteers compared to adults (49 percent). Maria R.T. de Guzman, University of Nebraska, Extension Adolescent Specialist
	Populations Served
	Age Groups Served
	Poverty Level

	Caucasian                           54%
Latino 
                                30%
African American               10%
Asian & Pacific Islanders    5%
 Native American     
   1%
	Children 0 – 12   55%
Children 12 -17   15%
Adults 18 – 54     40%
Seniors 55+          20%
	Below Poverty Level       85%
Above Poverty Level      15%


When youth volunteer, the larger community also benefits. Volunteerism promotes positive citizenship among youth by encouraging them to be more engaged in their own communities. Youth who volunteer feel more connected to their community, are more likely to show concern, and to stay in or return to their communities. Thus, youth volunteerism contributes substantially to community vitality. Maria R.T. de Guzman, University of Nebraska, Extension Adolescent Specialist
Service Projects’ Focus & Ideas
Through Kids Korps USA, everyone benefits: Youth: have a positive outlet, learn about their community, and understand the value of their service to others; Nonprofits: achieve their mission thanks to the selfless work of kids who care; Businesses: a grassroots opportunity and way to collaborate and give back; and, Our community: everyone benefits as our world is a much better place through each act of giving that builds leaders for life. Kids Korps USA directly supports hundreds of nonprofits that positively address the spectrum of community services…

Health & Human Services
Sort and package food at food banks
Serve food at church, soup kitchen or shelter
Create blankets for Stuff-A-Bag
Organize a food and toy drive
Host holiday parties and make crafts with shelter residents
Visit with residents at a veteran’s hospital or nursing home
Participate in Special Olympics

Animals & Environment
Graffiti removal
Tree planting
Storm drain stenciling
Collect pet food and donate to shelters
Start a dog-walking group with friends for elderly neighbors

Civic & Community
Serve as a Teen Leader/Mentor for Kids Korps projects
Organize your own project with the help of Kids Korps staff
Be an intern for a nonprofit
Serve as a booth liaison at community fairs and trade shows

International Aid & Disaster Relief
Build-A-Beehive and empower women in Mexico
Help build homes in Mexico
Organize a fundraising drive for a specific need
Organize a drive to collect goods when a disaster strikes
Volunteer through Kids Korps to join a Red Cross effort

Education & Research
Be a tutor or mentor underprivileged children
Volunteer at Head Start preschools
Teach a craft or special skill to groups of children
Read books to children

Arts & Culture
Volunteer at a museum or art gallery. Help out at a community gathering. Help coordinate plays and productions
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